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done. Catholics were hopelessly divided in
England and no longer the bulk of the
nation.
Meanwhile   James,   for   the   nearly   twelve
years in which he still had to live, hankered
after Toleration. What he wanted was not only a
quiet realm but a peacefully united one.   He
married his daughter to the very foolish Calvinist
German Elector  Palatine, who  tried to usurp
the Kingdom of Bohemia and fell into disaster
thereby;   but he did everything to marry his
only surviving son, Charles, to one of the great
Catholic reigning families. He failed to make the
match with Spain/but succeeded in arranging
one with the Royal House of France.   In the
marriage treaty it was stipulated that Catholics
in   England  should  be  free  to  practise  their
religion.   He did what he could to prevent the
butchery of priests, and, altogether, he was the
originator of that Stuart policy of attempting
religious truce which is one of the chief accusations
against  that  dynasty  raised  against  them  by
later   official   historians.     He,   and   his   son
after him, and both his grandsons, Charles II
and James II, all worked for toleration;   not
because  they  regarded  religious  toleration  as
a good thing in itself, but because they thought
it good policy for the realm.